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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®, Epsilon Xi Omega Chapter 

Basileus’ Message 
A moment of reflection… one 

of my sweetest memories thus 

far, as your Basileus, is of our 

Founders' Day celebration when 

pink and green cookies were 

given to EXO sorors. My heart 

swelled with pride and delight 

as we honored our 

Founders and renewed 

our commitment to 

our dear Sorority.  Af-

ter our ceremony, I 

watched my sorors 

graciously share sugary 

treats with one anoth-

er.  This spirit 

of commitment, care, 

and service has continued 

throughout these past six 

months.  I am incredibly blessed 

to serve you as we, together, 

positively affect our community 

while also serving and helping 

each other.  I have witnessed us 

making impactful change to im-

prove our community,  to work 

smarter not harder and to build 

relationships as sorors.  Our 

accomplishments are numerous 

and I encourage you to take a 

moment and celebrate what we 

have done.  A few highlights 

include our awarding more than 

$24,000 dollars in 

scholarships, conduct-

ing a successful Leader-

ship AKAdemy and 

presenting 11 young 

ladies at our culminat-

ing event, the Debu-

tante Ball. Our Interna-

tional Targets are thriv-

ing with programming 

that touches us and the commu-

nity at large and our visibility in 

the community has increased 

with our social media pres-

ence.  My perspective on our 

work is it can be hard but as 

long as we stay positive, work 

together, find creative solutions, 

and have fun, we can only suc-

ceed; there is so much more to 

do but WE ARE MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE. Take this sum-

mer to refresh, renew, and re-

charge; be ready to return in the 

fall to do even more phenomenal 

work! 

With an Attitude of Gratitude, 

Soror Deborah 

 

AKA/Alpha’s Scholarship 

Recognition Event 
by Soror Judy Long Pharaoh 

 

On June 2, 2019, Epsilon Xi 

Omega collaborated with Alpha 

Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorpo-

rate and celebrated African-

American Academics and Artis-

tic Achievements. Guests en-

joyed a music filled reception 

outdoors at the beautiful cam-

pus of USD prior to the start of 

the event. EXO honored twenty-

four high school seniors for aca-

demic and leadership accom-

plishments with over $35,000 in 

awards. EXO chapter members 

personally funded $8,000 to-

ward these scholarships. Three 

of the recipients will attend His-

torically Black Colleges and 

Universities. 

 Thanks to  Chairmen Sorors 

Yvonne Yelder-Logan and Carol 

Patrick and Co-Chairmen Sorors 

Debbie Hedgren and Shlyn 

Guarian. 

 

Get Ya Game On! 
by Soror Constance Logan 

 

The Sisterly Yours Commit-

tee (Sorors Constance Logan, 

Breahna Gillespie, Yvonne 

Yelder-Logan, LaShawn Wil-

liams, and Erika Walker) hosted 

a game night on June 1, 

2019  from 4-7pm at Soror Pame-

la Gray-Payton’s home. It was 

simply a comfortable night in as 

all munched on pizza, popcorn, 

and a little chocolate. The sorors 

cheered and laughed out loud 

while playing jeopardy and ta-

boo. By the end of the evening 

there were several winners and 

proud smiles going around. It 

was a night well enjoyed by all 

The Basileus of Epsilon Xi Omega along with the president of Alpha 

Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  greets scholarship recipients, family mem-

bers, supporters, and other members of the community at the joint 

scholarship  event.  

Sorors are riveted by one of the games offered at the Get Ya Game On! 

Event. Taboo can be difficult when trying to describe any particular 

word, but participants persevered. 



that we hope to repeat in the 

future. 

 

#CAP  
by Sorors Ethel Daniels and Charlene Lemons 

 

The 2019 Senior Signing 

Event was held in the Pauley 

Pavilion at UCLA on Wednes-

day, May 1st.  Former First Lady, 

Michelle Obama and other ce-

lebrities welcomed approxi-

mately 9,000 students and en-

couraged them to go to college 

and attain their goals.  Each stu-

dent received a backpack with 

morning snacks and lunch.   

It was a positive day for stu-

dents.  Some of their comments 

included the following: 

It was empowering to hear 

that someone like Michelle 

Obama had been through some 

of the same challenges that I am 

experiencing.   

This event will help me navi-

gate higher education.   

Having First Lady reiterate 

that she is proud of the work 

I’ve done this far, gave me a real 

confidence boost to finish the 

semester strong.   

To see so many celebrities 

that many young adults look up 

to voice their support was in-

credible.  That is why, when 

leaving I could see the excite-

ment on everyone’s faces, yes 

even including the parents.   

Seeing Michelle Obama is 

something that I get to talk 

about for the rest of my life.  

EXO students were chaper-

oned by Sorors Charlene Lem-

ons and Shlyn Guarian.  
                                                                

Target 1: HBCU for Life 
by Soror Kathy White                                                                

 

The best four years of my life 

were spent at Fisk University!  

My college education prepared 

me for “life” and the outstanding 

professional career I had. I en-

joyed the small class sizes and 

professors that cared about my 

academic success.  I played on 

the tennis team and travelled 

throughout Tennessee, Georgia, 

and Alabama. I made lifelong 

friends that I am still in connect 

with and visit in various cities 

throughout the country. 

 

Breakfast for MiLady 
by Soror Judy Long Pharaoh 

On Saturday May 11, 2019 

Soror Helen Griffith and Soror 

Barbara Perry were honored at 

the Thirtieth Annual Breakfast 

for MiLady “A Tribute to Moth-

ers” presented by Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Incorporated. 

The selected women are mothers 

from various organizations and 

churches in the San Diego area 

who were being celebrated for 

their contributions to communi-

ty and family. Congratulations 

Sorors!!  

 

First Anti-Basileus State of 

Programs 
by Soror Dianne Joiner 

 

Being in the position of First 

Anti-Basileus has been an eye-

opening and rewarding experi-

ence.  The first six months has 

been also educational, as the 

chairmen and I have been learn-

ing on the go.  There were 

monthly meetings 

that I hope gave ben-

eficial information 

for the committee 

chairmen and mem-

bers to carry out 

their committee du-

ties, as well as forms 

to fill out to help 

complete their 

tasks.  I feel that in-

ter-personal relationships were 

enhanced, as our committees 

worked and conferenced togeth-

er. All-in-all, I have enjoyed 

working with everyone and 

hope that the feeling has been 

mutual. 

Some of the activities that 

committees have participated in 

to complete our tasks and target 

initiatives are attending HBCU 

college fairs, presenting infor-

mation as to how to fill out col-

lege applications, with an em-

phasis on applying to 

HBCUs;  participating in walks, 

such as the MLK Parade and 

NAMI; attending AKA Day at 

the Capital discussing relevant 

issues of the country; attending 

plays and reading books, along 

with discussions; attending a 

seminar to improving and re-

pairing ones credit and credit 

history; and collecting eyeglass-

es and gently used 

shoes for the 

needy.  The sorority has 

reaped the benefits of 

different groups being 

honored and given gifts 

to celebrate that honor. 

Lastly, we were able to 

watch our Leadership 

AKAdemy participants 

develop into beautiful 

debutantes and be presented at 

our annual deb ball, along with 

their escorts. 

We still have work to do in 

Upcoming Dates 

Jun 15, 1pm–6pm — Ivies & 

Vines Summer Soiree, Lorimar 

Winery, ~$100 

Jun 20, 5:30pm–8pm — Paint 

& Sip, Pinot’s Palette Liberty 

Station Lorimar Winery, ~$100 

June 27-30 — Leadership 

Seminar, Nashville, TN, 

registration is now open 

Jun 28, 6:30pm — NPHC 

Mixer– AKA and APA, Claim 

Jumper’s, 5500 Grossmont 

Center Dr., La Mesa , ~$0 

Jun 28 — EAF Excellence  In 

The Music City, 2019 

Scholarship & Awards 

Luncheon,  Nashville, TN, 

tickets 1 for $10; 3 for $25 

Jun 29, 9am-11am — Soror 

Roushaun Knox Legacy Award 

Honoree, Four Point Sheraton, 

contact S Roushaun @ 707-430

-1032 

Aug 16-18 — Annual Southern 

California Cluster Retreat, La 

Quinta Resort and Club, 

password is AKA2019 

Oct 27, 1:30pm — EXO 70th 

Anniversary, ~$70 

Casual Attire 

Please be mindful of the casual 

attire you select to wear to 

our June Chapter Business 

Meeting.  It remains a 

business meeting; shorts, tank 

tops and midriff baring 

garments are no no’s, modesty 

is still the name of the game.  

Sorors Barbara Perry and Helen V. Griffith were honored by the 

Greek organization, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. for the contribu-

tions to the community. Our Basileus, Soror Deborah Davis-Gillespie 

stands with these phenomenal women. 



the second half of 2019 to follow 

the directives of our Supreme 

Basileus and our chapter Basile-

us.  However, with our experi-

ence and a willingness to pro-

vide service to our community 

and chapter, I am looking for-

ward to the activities and fel-

lowship we will experience in 

the remaining months to come. 

 

Outstanding Leadership by 

EXO Sorors 
by Soror Emma Turner 

 

I am proud to work with all 

Soror Committee Leaders for II 

Anti-Basileus.  During these first 

six months of 2019, you have 

been diligent and effective.  You 

have accomplished much and 

displayed excellent skills to ac-

complish all your goals and I am 

proud to serve with such out-

standing women.  Below are 

some words from poems I love. I 

have used them to describe your 

leadership styles. 

“Two roads di-

verged” (Robert Frost—The 

Road Not Taken) and as a lead-

er, you chose to lead instead of 

follow “sorry you could not trav-

el both” – leading and following 

at the same time. As a leader, 

you stepped up, particularly 

when times were tough. You 

were proactive as a leader by 

calling upon resources around 

you. It’s easy to drift from your 

goals and take the road less trav-

eled, but you were not afraid to 

blaze a path that set you apart 

from others. 

As a leader you established a 

vision for yourself and your fol-

lowers to promote belief in the 

direction you set-

forth.  Langston Hughes said 

you must communicate this vi-

sion clear and simply so that 

there will be no need to answer 

the question – “What happens 

to a dream deferred?”  None of 

your dreams were deferred. 

Maya Angelou “I know Why 

The Caged Bird Sings” speaks 

about free 

birds leap-

ing on the 

back of the 

wind and 

float-

ing.  As a 

leader, you 

are not free 

if you have no followers and can-

not float downstream on those 

who support you. You need to 

sing your song even when fearful 

so that your followers can hear it 

near and far.  Your communica-

tions are outstanding. Thanks 

for making EXO look good and 

please keep up the good work! 

 

Soror Leadership: What 

it is and what it is not 
submitted by Soror Charlaine Carter                                                                

Leaders of AKA-EXO we 

have completed the first half of 

the year’s work that we agreed 

to perform on behalf of our so-

rors and the communities in 

which we work and live. It is 

rather a moment to look back 

with kind consideration over the 

service you and your committee 

have performed. 

Let’s get started with first a 

review of what leadership is. 

Because our beloved sorority 

was started on Christian princi-

ples I am going to look at leader-

ship through the lens of Chris-

tian Leadership guidelines.  

Love 

The Bible tells us that God is 

love (1 John 4:8) and the love of 

God has been poured generously 

into the hearts of all believers. 

So, as you led did you do so with 

a loving and kind heart towards 

those who were under your 

leadership? We as AKA leaders 

want to be led by sisterly love so 

that all who work with us 

would see love in action. 

Motivation 

Motivating others is quite a 

challenge because there is such a 

thin line between it and manip-

ulation. The Bible says in Nehe-

miah 2:17, “Nehemiah fearlessly 

motivated the people to rebuild 

the walls of Jerusalem...He laid 

out a vision, he shared a plan 

and he reassured the people that 

it could be done”. We as soror 

leaders can do the same for our 

committee members by breaking 

down the year long goals into 

month size events and asking 

them to participate in the execu-

tion of the plan. 

Self-development 

Jesus did this often by slip-

ping away to spend time with 

God. We can do this by not only 

spending time with God but 

also by spending time with a 

mentor soror who has done 

faithfully the task that we are 

now tasked with. By becoming 

more Christ like it will enable us 

to be the soror leaders that we 

all want to be. We need to grow 

in leadership principles while at 

the same time increasing our 

display of the fruit of the Spirit.  

The above was taken from an 

article in an online program of-

fered by Campbellsville Univer-

sity. The author of the article 

was not provided. It was modi-

fied to meet our committee work 

done within a sorority. 

 

Sorors Honored by 

Women, Inc. 
by Soror Kerri Everett 

T h e  W o m e n , 

Inc.  54th Annual Civic Lunch-

eon was held on  Saturday, April 

27, 2019, at the Jacobs Center for 

Neighborhood Innovation, 

many Epsilon Xi Omega  sorors 

attended.  Soror Nicole 

L.  Jones, nominated by Epsilon 

Xi Omega; and,  Soror 

L a S h a w n   C .  W i l -

liams, nominated by  Rady Chil-

dren’s Hospital Auxiliary, 

Southeast Cluster Unit,  were 

among  the seven ladies honored 

as Women of Distinction by 

Women, Inc. for their communi-

ty engagement. Congratulations, 

sorors!  

 

Chaplain's Corner 
 

by Sorors Charlaine Carter and Ja'Nice 
Davis-Winston 

 

My beloved sorors as we 

prepare for our break from so-

rority meetings for the months 

of July and August may we use 

this time to be reflective. Using 

this ending of our of first half of 

the year’s work done on behalf 

of beloved sorority Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc. May we ask 

ourselves these questions: 

What did I do to push for-

ward the agenda and purpose of 

AKA? Read Colossians 3:23 re-

garding work ethics. 

Who can I reach out to dur-

ing the months of July and Au-

gust to just to enjoy and get to 

know better? Read Romans 12:13 

regarding hospitality 

Have I left any tasks undone? 

What plan of action can I 

create for myself for the months 

of September through Decem-

ber? Read Luke 14:28 regarding 

the principle of planning. 

As you work on behalf of 

AKA-EXO may it be your desire 

to not only touch the lives of 

those who live in our service 

area but to wholeheartedly live 

out our motto- “Service to all 

Mankind”. 

Have a great summer! 

Communications Committee 

Soror Breahna Gillespie 

Soror Pamela Gray  Payton 

Soror Charlaine Carter 

Soror Debbie Hedgren 

Soror Judy Long Pharaoh 

Soror Cecilie Nelson 

Soror Yvonne Yelder-Logan 

Click here to upload pictures of 

chapter events to our cloud 

service for use in promotional 

material such as the scrapbook. 

https://akaeaf-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/epsilon_xi_omega1_akaoffice365_com/EkGxh7LYhjNAslCqOS9Ll08B8GS-tozAtZ7sXPky4_D4Bw?e=JQOKDx



