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Chaplain's Corner  
 

by Soror Charlaine Carter & Ja'Nice Davis 
Winston 

 

We feel the coming of 

springtime. We see the blooms 

of flowers, the singing of birds 

and the longer warm days. We 

learned about eating healthier 

by adding fruits and vegetables 

to our diets. It is easy to do so by 

getting out and visiting your 

local farmer's markets. That in-

creases your steps and your vita-

min D intake. One habit that we 

as Christians should easily in-

corporate into our springtime 

routine is hydration.  

Our savior is called the living 

waters. “The one who believes in 

Me, as the Scripture has 

said,  will have streams of living 

water flow from deep within.” 

(John 7:38 HCSB). Staying in the 

word is one way we stay hydrat-

ed. So grab your bible and a bot-

tle of water and refresh your 

soul and body at one time. Last-

ly, sleep and sleep some more. It 

is God's desire that we are well 

rested. In Psalm 127:2 it says. “It 

is useless for you to work so 

hard from early morning until 

late at night, anxiously working 

for food to eat; for God gives rest 

to his loved ones”. 

My beloved sorors, let's be in 

one accord by being well fed, 

well rested and hydrated so we 

can be about the business of 

AKA. 

 

“An Evening of Beauty and 

Elegance” 
by Soror Shirley Wilson & Pamela Gray 

Payton 
 

March 16, 2019 was a beauti-

ful evening for the San Diego 

Chapter of the Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority Incorporated’s 

64th Annual Debutante 

Ball.  The Ball theme, “Ebony 

Pearls…Poised, Polished and 

Prepared” perfectly exemplified 

the eleven beautiful, intelligent 

young ladies who participated in 

five months of leadership devel-

opment workshops, cultural 

activities, community service 

events, and dance rehears-

als.  Certificates of Recognition 

from the California State Assem-

bly recognizing the achieve-

ments and service of the Debu-

tantes were provided by Assem-

bly members Todd Gloria and 

Shirley Weber. 

The distinguished presenters 

for the Ball were Jade Hindmon, 

Co-Host of KPBS Midday Edi-

tion, and the Honorable Michael 

D. Douglas, San Diego County 

Superior Court Judge.  Both did 

a phenomenal job presenting the 

Debutantes. 

Approximately four hundred 

guests enjoyed the Debutantes’ 

presentation and grand prome-

nade.  Notable guests attending 

the Debutante Ball included 

Assemblymember Todd Gloria, 

San Diego Port District Com-

missioner Rafael Castellanos, 

Lemon Grove Mayor Racquel 

Vasquez, Michael Brunker, exec-

utive director of the Jackie Rob-

inson YMCA, California School 

Boards Association President Dr. 

Emma Turner, Judge Rod Shel-

ton, and Judge Randa Trapp.  In 

addition, many members of the 

Divine Nine Sororities and Fra-

ternities were also in attend-

ance. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorori-

ty, Inc. Regional Representatives 

Joyce Suber, Clara Baity, and Dr. 

Donna Cook were also present. 

As the guests entered the 

foyer of the Grand Ballroom of 

the Town and Country Resort 

and Hotel, décor featuring ele-

gant gowns on dress forms cre-

ated an ambiance of grace and 

elegance. During the cocktail 

hour, everyone enjoyed jazz mu-

sic performed by the talented 

Alvin Paige, musician extraordi-

naire and student at the School 

of Creative and Performing Arts. 

Deborah Davis-Gillespie, 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc., San Diego Chapter presi-

dent initiated the program’s 

start by welcoming guests and 

introducing this 

year’s  Debutante Ball General 

Chairman, Dr. Shirley Wilson 

and Co-Chairman Patricia 

Grooms-Jones. Debutante Ball 

Committee Chairs, officers, and 

members of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Inc. were called to the 

center of the ballroom to sing 

The eleven debutantes looked absolutely stunning in their gowns of white and their delicate bouquet of 

pink tea roses. A long and successful debutante season will surely make this a night to remember. 



the beautiful Alpha Kappa Al-

pha National Hymn.  Music for 

the evening was played by the 

Terrell Hundley Combo. A dy-

namic saxophone performance 

by former debutante Erisa Ni-

cole Blackman proved to be a 

rousing precursor to the Debu-

tante Presentation. 

The Debutantes were proud-

ly escorted by thirteen hand-

some and debonair Escorts and 

Grand Marshals.  The Escorts 

and Grand Marshals, leaders at 

their schools and in their com-

munity, maintain academic ex-

cellence and are involved in a 

wide range of extra-curricular 

activities.   The young men have 

also been involved in personal 

enhancement and leadership 

development sessions during the 

2018-19 Debutante Season. 

 

Love is a Gamble…and we 

are winning 
by Soror Yvonne Yelder-Logan 

 

Most of our sorors can attest 

to the fact that it usually re-

quires a covert campaign to get 

their spouses or significant oth-

ers to attend sorority 

events.  Especially so after they 

have attended multiple Debu-

tante Balls, breakfasts, picnics, 

parades, and any number of oth-

er social affairs in the name of 

AKA. They often grudgingly 

dress up, show up and even help 

by doing whatever they’re asked, 

but what’s special about the 

“Honey Do” event is that they 

enjoy themselves as much if not 

more than the sorors.  Sorors 

reported that their husbands 

made remarks such as “that was 

a lot of fun” or “those were really 

nice guys.”   

Of course, there was great 

food, a wide variety of beverages, 

a warm fireplace and the compa-

ny of lovely ladies.  The evening 

also included several fun and 

enlightening group games, cou-

ples’ photos and prizes. Howev-

er, the highlight for the Honey 

Do’s was clearly the men-only 

casino activity.  The laughter 

and comradery could be heard 

from two rooms away. Mean-

while, the sorors were busy with 

their own special gambling ac-

tivity, sharing personal romance 

stories (with or without embel-

lishments).   

The Honey Do Appreciation 

event was held on Friday, March 

8, 2019 at the home of Soror 

Roushaun Knox and her Honey 

Do, Roosevelt.  It was hosted by 

Sorors Charlaine Carter, Donna 

L. Cook, Christine Cook and 

Roushaun Knox. Other sorors in 

attendance with their respective 

Honey Do’s were Donna/ Allen 

Baytop, Tara/ Richard Turner, 

Deborah/ William Gillespie, 

Charlaine/ Reggie Carter, Car-

mine/ Derrick Jones, Yvonne/ 

Thomas Logan, and Moena/ 

Raymond Santee. 

 

From Ballgown to  

Hospital Gown: Make 

Time for Self-Care  
by Soror Judy Long Pharaoh & Vita Reed   

 

Women of Alpha Kappa Al-

pha Sorority, Incorporated are 

dedicated go-getters and selfless 

providers of service. 

Even with that, an officer of 

Epsilon Xi Omega is encourag-

ing her fellow Sorors to make 

sure that they take care of them-

selves 

“After the 90th [Far Western 

Regional Conference], I was 

hospitalized for a critical ill-

ness,” said Soror Judy Long-

Pharaoh, EXO’s Ivy Leaf Report-

er. 

“I didn’t pay attention to the 

symptoms of my body, which 

caused me excessive pain and 

agony,” Soror Judy said. 

Upcoming Dates 

Apr 17, 6:30pm — Dinner with 

Author Emily Bernard,  King’s 

Fish House in Mission Valley, 

825 Camino De La Reina, SD, 

CA 92108  

Apr 24, 8pm — The play 

Sweat,  SD Repertory Theatre/

Lyceum,  $37, RSVP Soror 

Beverly 

May 1, 6pm — Screening on 

Howard Thurman film, 

C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p 

Congregational Church, UCC, 

1601 Kelton Road, SD, CA 

92114  

May 18, After Sorority meeting  

—  Remember the Arts Book 

C lu b ,  S o la r  T u r b i ne s , 

discussion on The Hate U Give 

J u n  2 ,  3 p m – 5 p m  — 

S c h o la r s h i p  Re c e p t io n , 

Lorimar Winery, ~$100 

Jun 15, 1pm–6pm — Ivies & 

Vines, Lorimar Winery, ~$100 

June 27-30 — Leadership 

Seminar, Nashville, TN, 

registration is now open 

 

Sorors had a fun time at Soror Roushaun Johnson’s house and 

played an assortment of games. These games illuminated how well 

the couple knew the other and the predictive powered they shared. 

& millie & may   by Soror Breahna Gillespie 

Congratulations Soror Pat 

Christian for reaxhing 25 

years and becoming a Silver 

Star! 



“Therefore, I just want to 

remind you to: take prescribed 

medication unless your physi-

cian tells you otherwise, eat 

healthier and try, just try to eat a 

vegan meal every now and then, 

exercise, and drink lots of wa-

ter.” 

 

My First Regional 

Conference 
by Soror Pamela Gray Payton  

 

Undoubtedly for me, one of 

the most significant moments of 

2018 was the day 13 remarkable 

women and I became members 

of the first and the finest, Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Epsi-

lon Xi Omega Chapter on June 

10.  

Since that glorious, sunny 

Bayside Pearl’s Day, there have 

been many wonderful AKA and 

Epsilon Xi Omega moments, but 

I don’t know if anything can 

compare to the exhilaration of 

attending my first four-day, Far 

Western Regional Conference 

on March 21 – 24.  

 From the moment Soror 

LaShawn (Williams) and I left 

San Diego on Thursday morning 

until the moment we returned 

home Sunday afternoon, the 

entire experience was simply 

incredible. Everything, including 

the Plenary Sessions and work-

shops, the sold-out Step Show, 

elegant Emerald Gala, inspiring 

Gospel Brunch and more was a 

wonderful AKA experiences. 

Everywhere we went, we 

were surrounded by brilliant, 

beautiful and talented women 

who love Alpha Kapa Alpha So-

rority, Inc. and the impact the 

organization has had and will 

continue to have on our commu-

nities. 

I marveled at how flawlessly 

Supreme Basileus Glenda Glover 

worked the audience of 1,400 

plus people attending the Public 

Meeting to raise thousands of 

dollars in support of Target 1: 

HBCU for Life. But then, upon 

further reflection, I reminded 

myself about the extraordinary 

women in the room. These were 

women who are steeped in AKA 

tradition and the embodiment of 

AKA’s credo, “To be supreme in 

service to all mankind.” Of 

course, she raised nearly 

$200,000. Who knows what 

might have happened had she 

had more time? 

 

Leadership: It's Not 

About You  
adapted by Soror Charlaine Carter 

by Amy Modglin 
 

One of the greatest things 

about sorority leadership is that 

we all bring something different 

to the table. If you were to read 

articles on good leadership qual-

ities, you would usually see fac-

tors like integrity, effective com-

munication and influence. These 

are all wonderful qualities of a 

soror leader, but I am going to 

share something I believe that 

will make us all stand out as a 

soror leader — putting our so-

rors ahead of ourselves. 

When the transition is 

made  from valuing oneself to 

valuing one's sorors, you will be 

transformed as a leader. John 

Maxwell, in his book “Everyone 

Communicates, Few Connect” 

writes, “When we learn to turn 

our focus from ourselves to oth-

ers, the whole world opens up to 

us.” When you understand this 

and take the focus away from 

you, it will change who you are 

as a soror leader. 

View your sorors as your 

biggest success.  A good soror 

leader supports those around 

them. Your focus should be on 

developing your sorors, helping 

them succeed, and watching 

them grow into the soror leaders 

they want to become. When 

your sorors are successful, it is a 

reflection on you as a soror lead-

er. Work with your sorors. In-

clude them in all phases of plan-

ning, execution and reviewing of 

committee activities and work. 

They are your biggest asset. 

Without them, your committee 

cannot fully succeed. 

Soror Spotlight 
by Soror Breahna Gillespie 

Soror Helen V. Griffith has been 
hard at work these past couple 
of months. Listed are just a few 
of her accomplishments: 
 

• featured on KUSI's Good 
Morning San Diego show  

• U-T published article on 
helping parents and 
scholars navigate the 
college acceptance process 

• Honored by the Raytheon 
San Diego Integrated 
Defense Systems, Black 
Employees Network  

 
Keep up the good work, Soror! 

Sorors celebrated Soror Pat’s transition to Silver Stardom at the 

90th Far Western Regional Conference. 

Soror Jordan and family sang together as a part of the festivities for 

the Regional Conference. 



Empower your sorors. Every-

one wants to be trusted to make 

decisions. Empower your sorors 

to make certain decisions. Do 

not short change them. Allow 

sorors opportunities to shine 

rather than discounting their 

abilities and doing it yourself. 

Are there other opportunities to 

showcase their talents in the 

execution of your committee 

work? Appoint a soror rather 

than yourself to be the MC. Do 

you have a report to be made? 

Select one of your sorors to give 

it. Being empowered will make 

them confident and help them 

strive to meet the goals of our 

committees. 

 

Sorors Honored for 

 Education Achievements 
by Soror Judy Long Pharaoh 

 

Soror Barbara Perry and So-

ror Kimmerli Walker of Epsilon 

Xi Omega have received awards 

for outstanding educational per-

formance. 

The San Diego chapter of the 

National Sorority of Phi Delta 

Kappa, Incorporated honored 

Sorors Barbara and Kimmerli 

during their 34th annual out-

standing African-American Edu-

cators Awards breakfast on Feb. 

9. 

Sorors Barbara and Kimmerli 

have a wealth of educational 

experience. 

Soror Barbara serves as a 

nurse consultant and is an ad-

junct professor of nursing at 

Grossmont Community College. 

She holds a master’s degree in 

health management and has 

been a practicing nurse for more 

than 30 years. 

Soror Kimmerli is a visual 

and performing arts teacher 

with the San Diego Unified 

School District. She holds a mas-

ter’s degree with a specialization 

in autism spectrum disorders. 

Soror Barbara is a 1975 initi-

ate of the Beta Eta Chapter at 

the University of Michigan. So-

ror Kimmerli was initiated in 

2016 by Epsilon Xi Omega. 

Congratulations Sorors! 

 

Tuskegee University 
by Soror Barbara Geiger 

 

Tuskegee University, located 

in Tuskegee, Alabama, is one 

of the largest historically 

black universities in the Unit-

ed States.  It is the first black 

college designated as a Regis-

tered National Historic Land-

mark (1966) and the only 

black college designated as a 

National Historic Site. The 

school was founded as a 

school for Black students by 

American educator, Booker T. 

Washington, on July 4, 1881. 

At that time, it was called the 

Tuskegee Normal and Indus-

trial Institute. It was renamed 

Tuskegee Institute in 1937 and 

adopted its current name, 

Tuskegee University, in 1985.   

My parents, Thomas and 

Lucille Holloway of Jacksonville, 

Florida were the parents of sev-

en children. They stressed the 

value of education for independ-

ence and success in life, there-

fore, the seven of us dedicated 

ourselves to becoming academic 

scholars.   

I chose to attend Tuskegee 

because of my knowledge of this 

historical school and  to be with 

my favorite brother, Nolan, who 

was in his senior year at Tuskeg-

ee. Although he was overly pro-

tected of me (He told the guys 

that they better not mess with 

his sister.) I managed to meet 

my husband there and joined 

Gamma Kappa chapter of AKA 

in 1955. 

My siblings and degrees 

earned are: 

Nathaniel Holloway- BS de-

gree, Electricity, Tuskegee Insti-

tute ‘49                         

Johnnie Holloway – BA de-

gree, Home Economics, Bethune 

Cookman College ‘51 

Nolan Holloway – BS degree, 

Building Construction, Tuskeg-

ee Institute ‘54                                                                                     

Barbara Holloway – BS de-

gree, Elementary Education, 

Tuskegee Institute ‘57               

Joyce Holloway – BS degree, 

Science, Tuskegee Institute ‘61                                                      

Thomas Holloway, Jr. – BS 

degree, Electrical Engineering, 

Tennessee State University ‘64                                                                          

Sandra Holloway – BS de-

gree, Elementary Education, 

Florida A & M University ‘65 

The Thomas and Lucille Hol-

loway Legacy Dream was 

achieved. They lived to see all 

seven of their children graduate 

from high school (all with high 

honors and three as class vale-

dictorians) and to see all seven 

receive their undergraduate col-

lege degrees.    

Communications Committee 

Soror Breahna Gillespie 

Soror Pamela Gray  Payton 

Soror Charlaine Carter 

Soror Debbie Hedgren 

Soror Judy Long Pharaoh 

Soror Cecilie Nelson 

Soror Yvonne Yelder-Logan 

Our very own Soror T. Ford participated on the panel at the August 

Wilson Festival on March 30 and gave an in-depth and perceptive view 

on his works. 




